Gulf Coastal Plains and Ozarks LCC Conservation
Planning Atlas (CPA) CRP Scenario Tour
Objective:

To use the CPA to assess conservation activities in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley (MAV). Extra funds have
become available and the goal is to find places where existing efforts can be enhanced in an effort to have
the greatest impact on the landscape. The specific objective is to find only the counties with land in the
Mississippi Alluvial Valley (MAV) Bird Conservation Region (BCR) with greater than 10,000 acres in the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Note: To complete this exercise, you must be logged in to one of the
gateways.

Step 1:

First, we must acquire the datasets necessary for this analysis. We can browse datasets native to the
GCPO LCC gateway, all the LCC gateways, or all of Data Basin.

Click on BROWSE then DATASETS. This will take you to a new window where the GCPO LCC recommended
datasets are prominent.

These are GCPO
LCC recommended
datasets.

Click here to access all
the datasets residing
in the GCPO LCC portal

Click here to search the GCPO
LCC Gateway, all the LCC
Gateways, or all of Data Basin

When using the search now, you can use keywords, titles, or authors as search items. When choosing the
more options, you will have a drop down menu in which to choose the gateway you would like to search.
When you find a dataset, you can bookmark it for easy insertion into a map or project.

Step 2:

Viewing these layers in a map. To create a map you use the CREATE button to get a drop down menu and
choose CREATE A MAP. A map viewer window will open (See Below).

The top of the map viewer contains some quick instructions with the menu bar below:

To add a dataset, you can use the icon
from the menu bar. The window will look a lot like the search
window. If you are signed in you can easily search recently viewed, gateway recommended items, and your
bookmarks, groups, maps, or datasets.
The View drop down menu allows you to turn on an off popup windows of the datasets in the map viewer,
drawings you have created, the map legend and a locator map. Each of these windows can be moved
around the viewer. Additional manipulations and analyses can be conducted using drop down menus in
these popup windows and will be discussed later in this document.
For this example you will need 2 datasets:
Dataset Name
1) A Framework for the Conservation of North American
Birds
2) U.S. Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ‐ Acreage by
County

Portal Location
GCPO LCC
GCPO LCC

The Datasets pop‐out window is helpful in arranging your layers in a viewing order best suited for your
project. The data on the top of the list is the data on top of the viewing stack.
The Legend window contains all the information about the data layer portrayed in the datasets. If you
have a large dataset, these can be collapsed using the blue arrow next to the title.
The Drawings window will contain information about drawings you have created or ones that have been
created as a result of analyses. This will be discussed later in this document.

You should now have the two datasets added and arranged in the same order as in the table provided
above. Note: I have collapsed the legends to make a cleaner view for this publication.
Step 3:

Indentify the counties in the MAV with the most CRP and export a information on these counties into a
table.
First, we need to select the MAV. Click on the SELECT button in the menu and use the select with box to
draw a box in the MAV. A new menu bar will appear with two buttons (Red arrow in image on next page).
This will be directly under the main menu bar. From the SELECTION button on this new bar, choose filter
layer by selection. This will hide all BCRs not selected.

Next, we will identify only those counties that intersect the MAV. From the Datasets popup window, use
the drop down menu associated with the A Framework for the Conservation of North American Birds layer
(blue arrow) and choose tools and then select intersection. Make sure the radial button next to the U.S.
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ‐ Acreage by County is selected and submit. Again, the selection menu
bar will appear. Using the SELECTION button on this selection menu bar (red arrow), you can choose filter
layer by selection. This will hide all CRP counties not in the MAV.
Lastly, we will filter to the U.S. Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ‐ Acreage by County layer more to
identify only those counties with more than 10,000 acres of CRP. From the Datasets popup window, use
the drop down menu associated with the U.S. Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ‐ Acreage by County and
choose filter, then edit filter. Click on (+) add filter condition and populate with ACRES, >, and 10,000.

You can now extract the tabular summary of the selected counties by using the selection menu bar. Using
the SELECTION button on this selection menu bar, click on show attributes. A table will open containing
the information from these counties. You can export this table by clicking on create a CSV in the top right
hand corner of this table.
At this point, you can follow the directions above the menu bar to Export the Map of to Save the Map.

